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MAFE NEWS 
Message from the President by Wendy Franks 

 What a fantastic start to our MAFE year!  As President, my goal is to build 
membership and offer more opportunities to network and have fun, and our commit-
tees are doing a very effective job!  We are welcoming SEVEN new members; our 
networking committee chairs, Lynda Behling and Debbie Sundberg, have worked 
hard to provide us with lots of options to get better acquainted with our fellow mem-
bers and we have a wonderful line-up of lunch programs scheduled by our program 
chairs, Mary Olson and Cindy Butler. Goals are being met and exceeded.  And I 
cannot forget to thank the behind-the-scenes committee chairs and board members 
that make MAFE run smoothly:  Judy Watkins and Jane McCracken with Accommo-
dations; Laura Drager, our Advisor; Susan Rose, our Treasurer; and Joanne Sheri-
dan, our beloved Secretary. 
 We have added a new position to help prospective members.  It is called 
Membership Navigator and Kim Bar has graciously stepped forward to hold this po-

sition for the year.  She will help guide prospective members during the application process to keep them 
informed about MAFE events and the status of their application.  This will assist us in more quickly building 
relationships with new members so they will feel welcome and become more active in the group.    
 We are going to begin the membership renewal process earlier this year to help get the printed directory 
out to membership in a timelier manner.  We will start in November and dues will be due by December 31st 
in order to insure your information is included in the printed directory.   
 Do you want to get more out of your MAFE and have some fun?  Join a committee!   
MAFE committees include Membership, Public Relations, Programs, Accommodations, Networking and the 
Retreat. Please go to our website www.montanamafe.org to find out more information about each commit-
tee and how to contact the committee chairs.  It is our hope that by participating, you will get to know your 
fellow MAFE members and truly gain from this organization. 
 
See you at the next MAFE event, 
 
Wendy Franks 

2009 MAFE Officers 
President ð Wendy Franks                                     

Vice President ð Lora Schultz                                    

Secretary ð Joanne Sheridan                                                                                                                  

Treasurer ð Susan Rose   

Advisor ð Laura Drager    

Accomodations - Judy Watkins, Jane McCracken  

Program ð Mary Olson, Cindy Butler    

Networking ð Lynda Behling, Debbie Sundberg  

Membership ð Kathleen OõNeal, Lora Schultz   

Public Relations ð Kim Dyer, Rebecca Drake  

Retreat ð Kim Bar  

Directory ð Kathleen OõNeal  

Co-Chair Needed 

 Although everyone is involved in recruiting new 

members, the process is  coordinated by  the membership 

committee.   The committee routes the  applications  for the 

approval process , and introduces  new members to the or-

ganization.  They maintain the membership application bro-

chures and publish an annual membership directory to dis-

tribute  every April.  This committee is responsible for over-

seeing the renewal process every January, and maintaining 

the membership database throughout the year.   

If you are interested in becoming a co-chair for 

the Membership committee, please email 

Wendy Franks at wendyfranks1@gmail.com or  

Lora Schultz at dulosch@mcn.net; or call 

Wendy at 406-690-2443.   

http://www.montanamafe.org/
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Slimming Style Secrets from CHICOõs 
On April 30th twenty great MAFE members enjoyed a wonderful Wardrobe Party at Chicoõs and learned 
some great Chico tips on summer fashions, slimming  and accessorizing for the best look. Here are some of 
the tips that we learned. 

LONG OVER LEAN. Flattery gets you everywhere.  Start Slimming with a big white shirt, add leggings, 
crops or jeans and repeat all SUMMER. Choose flowing tops with slim pants and please note that pant 
lengths are everywhere this year, so wear the length that YOU feel most comfortable with. *A great key to 
a fabulous short, crop or Capri is its length; let it fall to the slimmest part of your upper leg or calf for the 
best look. 

ROLL YOUR JACKET SLEEVES UPéso your sleeve line doesnõt end at your hips. Chic summer jackets are 
great in earth tones, shades of spice, and pops of white and animal accents. 

POP your Jacket collar to give yourself an even longer and leaner look. Wear solid colors under your jacket 
to keep a constant color in your top and slacks or skirt. 

A LONG NECKLACE or flowing scarf creates a slimming parallel line with 
one end of the scarf left hanging longer than the other end. 

ACCESSORIES ð Fluttery, Floaty, Fabulous with new wraps in a poncho 
style, summery sandals in animal prints, waist trimming belts give you a dif-
ferent accent for your eye for a slimming effect.  Straw bags make a state-
ment this summer as well. 

Itõs what you feel on the INSIDE that makes YOU beautiful.  Whatever you 
wear, the most beautiful thing a WOMAN can wear is her confidence. 

 

 

May 19th Tuesday 6:00pm ð PASTA MAKING and DINING 6:00pm at Lynda Behlingõs 
home 2729 Hoover. RSVP by May 15th and send $5 for the evening to Susan Rose 646 
OõMalley Drive Billings MT 59102.  Bring a friend and bring your favorite drink. 

June 6th ð Saturday 9:30am, OLD TIME FIDDLERS and BRUNCH at the Prairie Winds Café in the heart of 
downtown MOLT.  We will meet at the Mayflower church parking lot at 9:00 on Rehberg and Poly to car 
pool out to Molt or just grab a friend or just yourself and meet us a the Prairie Winds for music and FUN. 

July 12th, Sunday 3:00pm, Have a splash at the MAFE summer picnic. RSVP by July 7th to Debbie Sundberg 
591-5298 or Lynda Behling 661-3503. The picnic will be held at the home of Laura 
Drager at 2233 Constellation Trail. The picnic fun is only $5 per person plus a dessert or 
salad to share.  Bring a friend, your significant other, your swim suit, sun screen and a 
folding chair with your sunny disposition. MAFE will provide meat to BBQ, beer, wine 
coolers and water. (You are on your own for other favorite drinks.) You wonõt believe 
the FUN you will have. 

August 18th, Tuesday 6:30pm, òTake me out to the ball gameó The MAFE networking 
Fun Planners invite you to enjoy a night at the new ball park as the Billings Mustangs 
take on Idaho Falls in a exciting baseball game under the lights and under the stars. 
Meet at the front gate at 6:15 to start all the FUN. 

More Events to be announced for the fall Fun. 

December 9th, Wednesday, 6:00 Mark your busy calendar for the MAFE Christmas Party to be held at the 
Yellowstone Country Club. 

A quick Thank You to the Networking committee, they do an excellent job!  Donõt forget that everyone is 
invited to their meetings which have been loads of fun and a networking event in themselves! 
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March 11ï Barbara Schneeman, RiverStone 

Health  

Barbara Schneeman, Director of 
Riverstone Heatlh, gave us an in-
formative and interesting overview 
of the myriad of services River-
Stone Health provides our commu-
nity and described the numerous 
steps they experienced as it transi-
tioned from Yellowstone City-
County Health Department. 

 

March 25 - ñNetworking for Professionalsò 

with Rebecca Drake  

Rebecca Drake presented a mini-seminar enti-
tled ñNetworking for Professionalsò and sent eve-
ryone home with a workbook stocked full of tips 

on how to make a great 
first impression, how to 
utilize proper business 
protocol and how to insti-
gate a conversation with a 
complete stranger. 

 

April 22 - ñEverything you wanted to know 
about the Stimulus Bill, but were afraid to 

askò 

Melodee Hanes with Senator Max Baucusô office 
summarized the current Stimulus Bill and ex-
plained how it works in conjunction with the Om-
nibus bill.  And of great value to the attending 
MAFE member, she answered specific questions 
we asked 
regarding 
the funding 
impact in 
Montana 
from both 
bills. 

 

 

 

   

By Rebecca Drake 

May 13- ñMeth in Montanaò 

Rita Giebink discussed the Mon-
tana Meth Project, successes 
and future direction.  She also 
highlighted the Montana Meth 
Project programs and impact as 
she covered information on realities of Meth use.  
She gave enlightening information on addiction 
as well as her experience from years as a Cor-
rectional Officer in the Montana Womenôs Prison. 

 

May 27ï Allyn Calton, Billings Gazette  

Allyn Calton from the Billings Gazette will discuss 
the evolution of the newspaper industry, the ef-
fect the Internet has had on media, and how 
technology is shaping the future of news and ad-
vertising. 

Kudos Korner  
Deb Singer �± appointed to Board of Big Sky 
Economic Development Corp. (voted to 5 
year term)  

Deb Parker �± Completed the Realtor e -Pro 
Course (Certification through National As-
sociation of Realtors) Less than 2% hold 
this certification nationwide!  

Laura Drager �± �&�K�R�V�H�Q���I�R�U���%�L�O�W�P�R�U�H���:�K�R�¶�V��
Who Among Executives and Professional 
Women registry (of Hollywood FL)  

�³�7�K�H���<�:�&�$���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�V���Q�H�Z���E�R�D�U�G���P�H�P��
bers...Seana Rau, CPA and director of As-
set Management for Mountain Plains Equity 
�*�U�R�X�S���´�������)�U�R�P���%�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V���*�D�]�H�W�W�H���$�S�U�L�O�����W�K�� 

 

�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���H�P�D�L�O���\�R�X�U���D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R��
Rebecca Drake at rdrake100@bresnan.net or 
Kim Dyer at kimdyer@cornerstonefa.com to 
be published in the 
next newsletter!  

 


